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FIRST BELL

Reader Exchange
A A R SIS RO AR ITRIE “Possession Obsession” inspired this conversation online.
I would hope a parent would teach their child these
things. I would not leave these topics up to the school.
—SUBMITTED BY TRACIE CINQUEGRANA WARREN

TEACHINC

My daughter volunteered with Safe Harbor when she
was in high school. The organization has a program that
goes into local schools and talks about dating violence.
It used to be called the Megan Project. Megan was shot
and killed by her boyfriend in 1997 as she sat on the life-
guard stand at alocal neighborhood pool. He then killed
himself. This was during the day in front of about 30 or
so people, including children. She had recently broken
up with him. It is abigger issue than people realize, and
it has been going on for a long time.

—SUBMITTED BY DARLYE HERT

Our last issue once again
sparked a lively response,
particularly to “Class
Outing,” an article that
explored the fragile gains in
acceptance of LGBT educa-
tors. Many of you empha-
sized that sexual orienta-
tion has nothing to do with
an aptitude for teaching
and that gay students need
role models too.

@Tolerance_org

Teaching Tolerance
addresses real-world
issues with intelligent dis-
cussions, provides useful
resources and personalizes
contemporary problems
around tolerance. Itis a
great resource for parents,
kids and teachers.

SUE ELLEN CHRISTIAN

‘COMING OUT’
TOUGH FOR ALL
SCHOOL STAFF

Ijust finished reading the
“Class Outing” article. I

am an “out” lesbian, how-
ever, I am not a teacher. I
am an education support
professional (ESP), perhaps
better known as a classi-
fied employee. If you think
coming out as a teacher
ishard, try doing it as an
ESP. We average about
a third of the legal pro-
tections and earn signifi-
cantly less, so we are even
more vulnerable. And even
more invisible.
JOLENE TRIPP
Redlands, Calif.

TIMELY STORY ON

TEEN VIOLENCE

Thank you for making teen-
dating violence a cover story
in your magazine. As a vio-
lence prevention coordi-
nator for a domestic vio-
lence center for the past 13
years, it is nice to see how
many places teen-dating
violence is being addressed.
Your article was well written
and provided access to sup-
port information. These are
always important to see in
articles on this topic. Thank
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you for your great work all

around and including this

issue in the magazine!
JENNIFER REY

Delray Beach, Fla.
VIA EMAIL

“ROAD TRIP”

FALLS SHORT

Iwas enjoying the pros-
pects of the “Civil Rights
Road Trip Post Card
Activity” but was disap-
pointed at the exclusion of
South Carolina, Georgia and
Florida, especially as a per-
son raised in Rock Hill, S.C.
Iwent to school with the
children of the Friendship
Nine and was part of the
first fully integrated class
of South Carolina public
school students. To overlook
those states and the role
they played in furthering
civil rights, not just in the
South but for the country
as awhole, is a disservice to
those who have worked for
civil rights and to those who
have benefitted from those
efforts. If the story of strug-
gle is left incomplete, those
in South Carolina, Georgia
and Florida are penalized
with alingering stigma
that they did not or have
not done anything of note.
This, I feel, is increasingly

CIVIL RIGHTS

ROAD TRIP

TEACTHING
TCHLELAMCT

important in a time when
popular culture continues
to sell the American South
as aland of uneducated peo-
ple—hillbillies and red-
necks—as opposed to the
diverse cultural, social and
economic region itis. The
struggle continues for civil
rights, a just society and to
break stereotypes.
WILLIAM DANIEL
Denver, Colo.
“CHILDREN’S
MARCH” MAKES THE
DIFFERENCE
I have looked several times
to see if Mighty Times: The
Children’s March had been
put on DVD yet, so find-
ing out this year that it has
been is totally awesome.
I first used The Children’s

Becca Wertheim
@Tolerance_org You know you’re

March at the 50th anniver-
sary of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott. I was new to
teaching sixth grade and
history. Your video was
amazing. I learned so much
and felt so proud of these
children. Every year I can’t
wait to show it to my next
two classes of children,
as well as the three other
classes that borrow it. One
year I had aladyin class
who had been hosed down
when she came south to
visit family for the summer.
Every year the children are
amazed at what happened.
And every year teachers fall
in love with your video.
JOANNE WELLS
Eclectic, Ala.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
Have an opinion about something
you see in Teaching Tolerance
magazine or on our website?

Barbara Cavett Nagy
Teaching Tolerance

is a great resource for
educators who believe
in helping all students
find success. | have
been pleasantly sur-
prised at the range

of topics in the les-
son plans.

Marcelle James
Brave, gutsy and
thoughtful. These
people are dedicated
to uplifting humanity.

Beau Weaver
A tremendous
tool for a tremen-
dous problem.

Jamey Katherine Hardy
The article about gay
teachers really hit
close to home. It’s

too bad there are so
many people who can’t
look past another’s,
especially a teach-

er’s, sexuality and see
that we are STILL
great teachers!

meant to be a teacher when you’re
a 20 year old who would rather
read Teaching Tolerance magazine
than Cosmo.

Email us at editor@tolerance.
org. Please put “Letter to the
Editor” in the subject line. Or mail
aletter to 400 Washington Ave.,
Montgomery, AL 36104.

1in 10 children display gender non-conformity before age 11. On average, they are more likely
to experience physical, psychological and sexual abuse and experience post-traumatic stress
disorder by early adulthood. —PEDIATRICS

DI YOU KNOW?
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