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Our last issue once again 
sparked a lively response, 
particularly to “Class 
Outing,” an article that 
explored the fragile gains in 
acceptance of LGBT educa-
tors. Many of you empha-
sized that sexual orienta-
tion has nothing to do with 
an aptitude for teaching 
and that gay students need 
role models too.

Teaching Tolerance 
addresses real-world 
issues with intelligent dis-
cussions, provides useful 
resources and personalizes 
contemporary problems 
around tolerance. It is a 
great resource for parents, 
kids and teachers.

Sue Ellen Christian

‘COMING OUT’  
TOUGH FOR ALL 
SCHOOL STAFF 
I just finished reading the 
“Class Outing” article. I 

am an “out” lesbian, how-
ever, I am not a teacher. I 
am an education support 
professional (ESP), perhaps 
better known as a classi-
fied employee. If you think 
coming out as a teacher 
is hard, try doing it as an 
ESP. We average about 
a third of the legal pro-
tections and earn signifi-
cantly less, so we are even 
more vulnerable. And even 
more invisible.

Jolene Tripp
Redlands, Calif.

TIMELY STORY ON  
TEEN VIOLENCE
Thank you for making teen-
dating violence a cover story 
in your magazine. As a vio-
lence prevention coordi-
nator for a domestic vio-
lence center for the past 13 
years, it is nice to see how 
many places teen-dating 
violence is being addressed. 
Your article was well written 
and provided access to sup-
port information. These are 
always important to see in 
articles on this topic. Thank 

Reader Exchange 
“Possession Obsession” inspired this conversation online.

I would hope a parent would teach their child these 
things. I would not leave these topics up to the school. 

–Submitted by tracie cinquegrana warren 

My daughter volunteered with Safe Harbor when she 
was in high school. The organization has a program that 
goes into local schools and talks about dating violence. 
It used to be called the Megan Project. Megan was shot 
and killed by her boyfriend in 1997 as she sat on the life-
guard stand at a local neighborhood pool. He then killed 
himself. This was during the day in front of about 30 or 
so people, including children. She had recently broken 
up with him. It is a bigger issue than people realize, and 
it has been going on for a long time.

–Submitted by darlye hert
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you for your great work all 
around and including this 
issue in the magazine!

Jennifer Rey
Delray Beach, Fla.

Via email

“ROAD TRIP”  
FALLS SHORT
I was enjoying the pros-
pects of the “Civil Rights 
Road Trip Post Card 
Activity” but was disap-
pointed at the exclusion of 
South Carolina, Georgia and 
Florida, especially as a per-
son raised in Rock Hill, S.C. 
I went to school with the 
children of the Friendship 
Nine and was part of the 
first fully integrated class 
of South Carolina public 
school students. To overlook 
those states and the role 
they played in furthering 
civil rights, not just in the 
South but for the country 
as a whole, is a disservice to 
those who have worked for 
civil rights and to those who 
have benefitted from those 
efforts. If the story of strug-
gle is left incomplete, those 
in South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida are penalized 
with a lingering stigma 
that they did not or have 
not done anything of note. 
This, I feel, is increasingly 

important in a time when 
popular culture continues 
to sell the American South 
as a land of uneducated peo-
ple—hillbillies and red-
necks—as opposed to the 
diverse cultural, social and 
economic region it is. The 
struggle continues for civil 
rights, a just society and to 
break stereotypes. 

William Daniel 
Denver, Colo.

“CHILDREN’S 
MARCH” MAKES THE 
DIFFERENCE
I have looked several times 
to see if Mighty Times: The 
Children’s March had been 
put on DVD yet, so find-
ing out this year that it has 
been is totally awesome. 
I first used The Children’s 

March at the 50th anniver-
sary of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott. I was new to 
teaching sixth grade and 
history. Your video was 
amazing. I learned so much 
and felt so proud of these 
children. Every year I can’t 
wait to show it to my next 
two classes of children, 
as well as the three other 
classes that borrow it. One 
year I had a lady in class 
who had been hosed down 
when she came south to 
visit family for the summer. 
Every year the children are 
amazed at what happened. 
And every year teachers fall 
in love with your video. 

JoAnne Wells
Eclectic, Ala.

Tell Us What You Think!
Have an opinion about something 

you see in Teaching Tolerance 
magazine or on our website? 

Email us at editor@tolerance.
org. Please put “Letter to the 

Editor” in the subject line. Or mail 
a letter to 400 Washington Ave., 

Montgomery, AL 36104. 

Becca Wertheim 
@Tolerance_org  You know you’re 
meant to be a teacher when you’re 
a 20 year old who would rather 
read Teaching Tolerance magazine 
than Cosmo.

did you know? 1 in 10 children display gender non-conformity before age 11. On average, they are more likely 
to experience physical, psychological and sexual abuse and experience post-traumatic stress 
disorder by early adulthood. —Pediatrics

did you know?
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Barbara Cavett Nagy
Teaching Tolerance 
is a great resource for 
educators who believe 
in helping all students 
find success. I have 
been pleasantly sur-
prised at the range 
of topics in the les-
son plans.

Marcelle James
Brave, gutsy and 
thoughtful. These 
people are dedicated 
to uplifting humanity.

Beau Weaver
A tremendous 
tool for a tremen-
dous problem.

Jamey Katherine Hardy
The article about gay 
teachers really hit 
close to home. It’s 
too bad there are so 
many people who can’t 
look past another’s, 
especially a teach-
er’s, sexuality and see 
that we are STILL 
great teachers!

illustrations by paul rogers

Topeka, Kansas
1954 Brown v. Board of Education
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that it 
was unconstitutional to have separate 
schools for black and white students. 

Montgomery, Alabama
1955-56 Montgomery Bus Boycott
Rosa Parks, an African-American 
woman, refused to give up her seat to a 
white man. Her arrest led to a boycott 
that ended city bus segregation.

Little Rock, Arkansas
1957 Desegregation of Central High
When nine African-American students 

tried to attend the school, they were 
blocked by the state National Guard 
and met by angry white protesters who 
threatened violence. 

New Orleans, Louisiana
1960 Desegregation of Schools
Six-year-old Ruby Bridges became the 
fi rst black student at her elementary 
school. But four U.S. marshals had to 
guard her. 

Greensboro, North Carolina
1960 Lunch Counter Sit-Ins
Four black college students sat at a 
“whites only” lunch counter. They 

weren’t served, but their daring protest 
quickly spread to other cities. 

Anniston, Alabama
1961 Freedom Rides
Black and white “Freedom Riders” 
boarded buses together to protest 
segregation on long-distance routes. 
In Alabama, the Riders were attacked 
and nearly killed.

Oxford, Mississippi
1962 Integration of the 
University of Mississippi
Violent white mobs met James Meredith, 
a black man, when he tried to go to 

school at the University of Mississippi. 

Birmingham, Alabama
1963 Children’s Crusade and the 16th 
Street Baptist Church Bombing 
Hundreds of African-American chil-
dren who marched for civil rights were 
met with fi re hoses and police dogs. 
Later that year, four girls were killed 
when a bomb planted by Ku Klux 
Klansmen tore through their church. 

Washington, D.C.
1963 March on Washington
1964 Passage of the Civil Rights Act
1965 Passage of the Voting Rights Act

About 250,000 people gathered to 
rally for civil rights. In the next two 
years, Congress passed laws to end 
legal discrimination.

New York City
1964 Malcolm X’s Split with 
the Nation of Islam
Malcolm X was a leader in the Nation 
of Islam, a group that did not trust 
white people. But Nation members 
murdered him after he spoke out in 
favor of racial harmony. 

Philadelphia, Mississippi
1964 Freedom Summer and the 

Murder of Three Civil Rights Workers
During “Freedom Summer,” college 
students fl ooded into Mississippi to 
register African-American voters. The 
Klan murdered three of the volunteers. 

Alabama
1965 Bloody Sunday and the 
Selma-to-Montgomery March 
Police attacked more than 600 
peaceful protesters as they began 
a 54-mile march from Selma to 
Montgomery. Two weeks later, even 
more marchers set out again—and 
this time they made it.

Caroline County, Virginia
1967 Loving v. Virginia
In 1958, it was illegal for people of 
di� erent races to marry in Virginia. 
Richard Loving and Mildred Jeter wed 
anyway. They were arrested. The U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned the law.

Memphis, Tennessee
1968 Assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.
King was standing on the balcony 
of his Memphis hotel when a bullet 
struck and killed him. People mourned 
worldwide.

Most struggles for civil rights took place in the 
South, where black and white people were kept 
separate by a system of laws and customs. But 

racism and prejudice were nationwide problems. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS
 TEACHING TOLERANCE

ROAD TRIP

TAKING A CIVIL RIGHTS ROAD TRIP today is a great way to 
see America. But in the 1950s and 1960s, traveling the area 
shown on this map could be di�  cult and even dangerous. 

In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. wrote about the dis-
crimination that African Americans faced—on the road and 
elsewhere—and why they were so impatient for change. 

 “When you take a cross-country drive and fi nd it neces-
sary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners 
of your automobile because no motel will accept you … then 
you will understand why we fi nd it di�  cult to wait,” he wrote.

King and other African Americans were tired of waiting for 
civil rights—the right to vote, the right to go to good schools, 
the right to participate in normal life without fear. The U.S. 
Constitution guaranteed them those rights. And they were 
the same rights that white Americans had long enjoyed. 

King was not the only activist traveling in this struggle for 
civil rights. “Freedom Riders” rode buses and risked beatings or 
jail time to integrate the nation’s transportation system. Civil 
rights workers drove cars to Mississippi to register and educate 
voters. And thousands made the long march on foot from Selma 
to Montgomery in Alabama, calling for the right to vote.

You can travel the path to equality with this Teaching 
Tolerance poster. From the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education 
ruling to King’s assassination in 1968, this map illustrates an 
important time and place in our nation’s history.

TRAVELt   PATH 
TO EQUALITY 

civil_rights_map_poster.indd   1 1/5/12   1:00 PM


