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The Fall issue of Teaching 
Tolerance magazine and 
our 2016 election resources 
sparked a lot of reactions 
from readers, from a critique 
of our advice to appreciation 
for our cover art.
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Reader Reactions
Our magazine feature story “Don’t Say 
Nothing” encouraged educators not 
to remain silent about race and racial 
inequality, and it got lots of attention on 
social media. Haven’t read it yet? Visit 
tolerance.org/dont-say-nothing.

We teachers cannot stay silent and expect 
our students to respond to anything 
else we want to teach them. Reaching 
across the racial divide, artificial as it is, is 
important for the future of all of us.

Submitted by Beth Hoover
VIA FACEBOOK

In the classroom setting it is very tricky 
to tackle the topic of race. Especially 
during Hispanic Heritage Month and 
during Black Heritage Month. I try to 
focus on the positive, on the music, but 
kids are sharp, very sharp, and they 
know. They know when we are glossing 
over things.

Submitted by Lisa Markley
VIA FACEBOOK

TIMELY TOPICS 
I just read through the 2016 
Teaching Tolerance maga-
zine and it is one of the best 
issues you’ve published. 
The topics are timely and 
just perfect for the students 
to learn and be informed.

—Mary Louise Hooper
VIA MAIL

TEACHING AS HEALING
[On “Breaking My Silence 

About 9/11 in Class”] Thank 
you, Teacher Phillips, for 
your courage to open this 
important discussion with 
your class (and yourself ). 
So often in life, when we 
reveal, we begin to heal. 
Thank you for sharing and 
for jolting me out of my 
own silence about those 
horrible days.

—Jan Schroeder
VIA FACEBOOK

Editor’s note: You can 
read this blog—and many 
others—on tolerance.org. 
Just search for the blog 
by title or go directly to 
tolerance.org/breaking-silence.

EMPOWERING 
ACCEPTANCE
I am so profoundly empow-
ered and moved to see how 
many resources and exqui-
site values that Teaching 
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Tolerance embodies. As 
someone who was born 
into a minority group … I 
absolutely value the edu-
cation necessary to fight 
ignorance, which, I believe, 
leads to growth in individu-
alized forms of acceptance.

—Miriam Renz
VIA EMAIL

ONE-SIDED VIEW
I am shocked that in your 
article “Teach 2016” you 
address student questions 
about inflammatory rhet-
oric and hate speech BUT 
DO NOT EVEN MENTION 
questions students may 
pose about why a certain 
campaign is being ques-
tioned by the FBI about 
possible “classified” email 
leaks? … Your “advice” was 
clearly one-sided.

—Lori Redmond
VIA EMAIL

BRINGING HOME 
PERSPECTIVES
[On Perspectives for a 
Diverse America] … Just 
found an amazing free 
online resource for mul-
tiple levels with a vari-
ety of texts. I’ve been look-
ing for curriculum models 
to use with my kids at 
home because as much as I 
love our schools, we know 
that the narratives of his-
tory and justice need some 

work, and children of color 
(as well as all children) 
need to learn how to engage 
and value their identities in 
this turbulent world.

—Abigail Rebecca
VIA FACEBOOK

COVER ART LOVE
I can’t even begin to tell you 
how truly uplifting it is see-
ing a young Muslim woman 
of color on the front cover 
of [Teaching Tolerance]. 
Thank you for the repre-
sentation in these times of 
erasure and vilification. 

—Sarah Khan
VIA EMAIL

WHEN PLANS BLOW UP
So today was one of those 
days. I teach 7th grade U.S. 
History II and have classes 
from honors to special edu-
cation self-contained. I’m 

using your The Children’s 
March video and it blew up 
all my plans because the 
students were asking so 
many questions, good ques-
tions. Thank you!

—Roc Schmeelcke
VIA FACEBOOK

Editor’s note: 
Did you know 
our film kits 
are FREE to 
educators? 
You can order 
Mighty Times: 
The Children’s 
March and 
others here: 
tolerance.org/
teaching-kits.

HUGS!
[On 
Perspectives 
for a Diverse 
America] I 

want to HUG the Anti-bias 
Framework and every-
one involved in creating it. 
Seriously.

—Anonymous
VIA SURVEY

Editor’s note: Our Anti-
bias Framework has 
been renamed the Social 
Justice Standards! You 
can download PDFs of the 
Standards in English and 
Spanish here: tolerance.org/
social-justice-standards.

SO TIMELY
Thank you @Tolerance_org 
for powerful lessons in Fall 
magazine on teaching 2016 
elections — while promot-
ing acceptance & tolerance 
#SoTimely

—Gail Desler
VIA TWITTER 

FINDING COMMON 
GROUND
I am an elementary school 
counselor, and the election 
lessons and articles are so 
helpful. I just met with two 
fourth-grade students. … The 
two had an intense conver-
sation about immigration, 
which led them to my office. 
Having this information 
helped to facilitate a much-
needed conversation. We 
were able to work together 
to find common ground. 
Each person felt heard and 
left feeling respected.

—Marie Cusic
VIA EMAIL

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
Have an opinion about something 

you see in Teaching Tolerance 
magazine or on our website? 

Email us at editor@tolerance.org 
with the subject line “Letter to 
the Editor.” Or mail a letter to  

400 Washington Ave., 
Montgomery, AL 36104.

STELLAR 
TWEET

ltaub @ltaub
Thank you @Tolerance_org for #Civility2016 
chat! And to the teachers everywhere trying to 
model ethical discourse in uncivil times.

Virginia Welsh
I treasure [Teaching 
Tolerance magazine]. 
I became familiar 
with it and used it 
extensively in my role 
as diversity advocate. 
I learned and still 
learn so much from 
it. I recommend 
to anyone wanting 
to broaden 
understanding [of] 
issues of diversity. 
Subscriptions are 
free to teachers.

VIA FACEBOOK

https://twitter.com/Tolerance_org
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Civility2016?src=hash

