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GROUP 2 The Judicial Branch
DOCUMENT 1 In this landmark 1954 decision, the Supreme Court ruled
that segregating schools denied African American children their rights.
The following document is made up of excerpts from that decision

Brown v. Board of Education
BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION, 347 U.S. 483 (1954) (USSC+)
DECIDED MAY 17, 1954
In each of the cases [the Supreme Court was ruling on], minors of the Negro race, through their legal representatives,
seek the aid of the courts in obtaining admission to the public schools of their community on a nonsegregated basis.
In each instance, they had been denied admission to schools attended by white children under laws requiring or
permitting segregation according to race. This segregation was alleged to deprive the plaintiffs of the equal protection
of the laws under the Fourteenth Amendment. In each of the cases other than the Delaware case, a three-judge federal
district court denied relief to the plaintiffs on the so-called “separate but equal” doctrine announced by this Court
in Plessy v. Fergson, 163 U.S. 537 [1896]. Under that doctrine, equality of treatment is accorded when the races are
provided substantially equal facilities, even though these facilities be separate. In the Delaware case, the Supreme
Court of Delaware adhered to that doctrine, but ordered that the plaintiffs be admitted to the white schools because
of their superiority to the Negro schools.
The plaintiffs contend that segregated public schools are not “equal” and cannot be made “equal,” and that hence
they are deprived of the equal protection of the laws. Because of the obvious importance of the question presented,
the Court took jurisdiction. Argument was heard in the 1952 Term, and reargument was heard this Term on certain
questions propounded by the Court….
We come then to the question presented: Does segregation of children in public schools solely on the basis of race,
even though the physical facilities and other “tangible” factors may be equal, deprive the children of the minority
group of equal educational opportunities? We believe that it does….
Segregation of white and colored children in public schools has a detrimental effect upon the colored children. The
impact is greater when it has the sanction of the law, for the policy of separating the races is usually interpreted as
denoting the inferiority of the negro group. A sense of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn. Segregation
with the sanction of law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the educational and mental development of negro
children and to deprive them of some of the benefits they would receive in a racial[ly] integrated school system….
We conclude that, in the field of public education, the doctrine of “separate but equal” has no place. Separate
educational facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and others similarly situated for
whom the actions have been brought are, by reason of the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal protection
of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment. This disposition makes unnecessary any discussion whether
such segregation also violates the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment….
Original document is available at www.nationalcenter.org/brown.html
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Questions to guide understanding of Brown v. Board of Education
1. What did the Supreme Court rule in the case of Brown v. Board of Education?

2. What previous Supreme Court ruling did this one overturn?

3. How did the Court explain its decision?

4. Do some background research (a history text book should provide the information) to answer these questions:
What were the short-term results of the ruling? What have been the long-term results?

