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Kanenhi:io

The women of Kanenhi:io (pronounced Ganaheo) live in the Wahta Mohawk Territory in 
Ontario, Canada. They represent several First Nations peoples (the Canadian equivalent of 
Native American tribes), including the Mohawk, Innu, Potawatomi and Cree nations. The name 
Kanenhi:io is a Mohawk word meaning “The Good Seeds” and refers to the seeds of unity and 
peace that these musicians spread with their songs.

As members of the Iroquois Singing Society, Kanenhi:io travel widely 
to share their music and traditions. They conduct workshops on First 

Nations drumming and spiritual practices throughout Canada and at 
international music festivals. 

Like many of the group’s songs, “We Love Our Children” combines 
traditional rhythms and instruments, such as the Iroquois water drum, 
with original words, melody and harmonies. Lead singer Wathahine 
heard this song in a dream while she was pregnant with her son. 

“I write songs in Kanienke:haka [Mohawk],” Wathahine says, because 
our language is a very sacred thing. Everything within our culture, our 

ceremonies, cannot survive unless we have our language. The message of 
this song is that all people of the world must love their children, as they are 

the future of our world.”

Photo of Kanenhi:io courtesy of the artist

 (Sung thoughout song)
Wey ya hey ya hey wey-ey ya hey ya
Wey ya hey ya hey wey-ey ya hey ya

Wey ya hey ya wey ya
Wey ya hey ya wey ya
Wey ya hey ya wey-ey ya hey ya

O ya roo go na di sa ra wo-o ho hey ha
O ya roo go na di sa ra wo-o ho hey ha
O ya roo go na di sa ra wo-o ho hey ha
Wey ya wey ya hey wey a hey-ey ya
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