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Voting and Democracy Grants Guidelines
Our Vision
We’re excited to announce that, during summer 2018, TT will fund projects that encourage students to 
learn about and engage in the democratic process, including non-partisan voter registration, information 
and turnout efforts. 

If you have an idea for a project that will help students become empowered current or future voters 
or voting advocates in their communities, we’d love to fund it. Our Voting and Democracy Grant awards 
range from $500 to $5,000 for classroom or school projects and up to $10,000 for projects on the district 
level. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until August 31, 2018.

Who Is Eligible?
Educators who work in U.S.-based public or private K–12 schools, as well as in alternative schools, thera-
peutic schools and juvenile justice facilities are eligible to apply. Educators outside of the U.S. or at com-
munity-based, informal learning sites are not eligible to apply at this time.

Project Criteria
We make funding decisions based on the following questions:

 k How does your project help participants identify as voters, educate or inform voters, or register voters?
 k How will your project connect students with other members of their community?
 k How will you assess success in your project?
 k How will you ensure that your project remains non-partisan?

How to Apply 
1. Carefully review our project criteria and guidelines. 
2. Prepare a short (100-200 words) narrative description of your project. 
3. Prepare a line-item budget. 
4. Complete the online application at tolerance.org. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Do you have to be a teacher to apply for a grant? We expect that teachers and administrators in K–12 set-
tings will be the primary grantees. However, we also support school personnel working in facilities where 
students receive their main education. This could include juvenile justice facilities, therapeutic schools 
or alternative schools. 

How will I be notified of my submission status? You will be notified by e-mail when we receive your appli-
cation, and again when the status of your application has been determined.

http://www.tolerance.org
http://www.tolerance.org
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Are grants awarded to the individual, or to the institution? Why do I have to provide a Federal Tax ID Num-
ber? Am I going to be taxed if I receive a grant? Grants are awarded to institutions, either schools or other 
non-profit groups. We cannot award grants to individuals. You will need to provide a W9 from your insti-
tution if your grant is approved. 

If my project is approved, does this make me, or my school, ineligible in the future? Definitely not. Educa-
tors may submit multiple times over the course of multiple years. 

Will I need to complete a follow-up report about my project? Yes. Grantees are expected to submit results 
of their projects, as well as a final post-project evaluation form six months after their award is disbursed. 

How many times can I receive a grant? Grants are limited to one per applicant per school year. 

Is it legal to upload information about my students online? There are some legal considerations involved 
when sharing information about your students. For more information about the Children’s Online Pri-
vacy Protection Act (COPPA), click here. To learn more about the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act [FERPA], click here. 

I teach outside of the U.S. Am I eligible to apply? Unfortunately, only educators working in the United 
States are eligible to apply for a grant at this time. 

When is the application deadline? We will accept applications on a rolling basis, and review them monthly. 
You may apply any time before August 31, 2018. 

What if I have a question about the Teaching Tolerance Grants program? Contact the Grants Manager at 
TTGrants@tolerance.org.

http://www.tolerance.org
http://archive.ikeepsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/COPPA-101-educators.pdf
http://edlawinsights.com/2016/05/05/before-you-upload-that-student-photo-ask-what-would-ferpa-have-me-do/

