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Text selection is critical to both literacy instruction and student engagement. Traditionally, tools 
that support text selection have focused on quantitative and qualitative measures only. Reading 
Diversity (Extended Edition) is different. It supports a multi-dimensional approach to text selec-
tion, and includes considerations that help educators prioritize text complexity, critical literacy 
and cultural responsiveness. 

Reading Diversity (Extended Edition) considers four distinct—but interconnected—dimensions of text 
selection: complexity, diversity and representation, critical literacy, and reader and task.  

CONSIDERATION I COMPLEXITY
This section quantitatively and qualitatively evaluates the inherent elements of a 
text. Quantitative factors refer to word length or frequency, sentence length and text 
cohesion; these dimensions are measured by computer software. Qualitative factors 
are measured by an attentive reader, reflect a teacher’s professional judgment, and 
refer to levels of meaning, purpose, structure, language features (such as conven-
tionality and clarity) and knowledge demands. 

CONSIDERATION II DIVERSITY AND REPRESENTATION
This section considers the ways in which the author and characters in a text contrib-
ute to the inclusion of diverse voices in the curriculum. Similar to text complexity, 
diversity and representation are inherent elements of a text.

CONSIDERATION III CRITICAL LITERACY
Critical literacy teaches readers to actively and reflectively engage with texts. 
Readers use critical literacy skills to interpret messages and challenge the power 
relationships found within those messages. They are encouraged to question social 
norms and institutions like family, poverty, education, equity and equality. This 
section of the tool asks users to determine if a text is a good candidate for critical 
literacy instruction.

CONSIDERATION IV READER AND TASK CONSIDERATIONS
Culturally responsive text selection includes finding texts that both reflect your stu-
dents’ identities, experiences and motivations (mirrors) and provide insight into the 
identities, experiences and motivations of others (windows). This section asks users 
to consider whether texts act as windows or mirrors and to explicitly name how the 
text will help meet established learning goals.  

Finally, educators decide whether or not to select the text and have a chance to reflect on their rationale.
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Title:  

Author:         Illustrator:  

Text type:  Informational      Literature    

CONSIDERATION I COMPLEXITY
Quantitative: Go to http://www.lexile.com. Use the Quick Book Search box in the upper right to see if your text 
already has a Lexile Measure. If not, copy and paste a portion of the text into the Lexile Analyzer. There are certain 
types of text that cannot be assigned a Lexile measure because they are not prose. These include poems, plays and 
song lyrics or texts with extensive dialogue.  Check "NA" when working with these types of text.

Lexile Measure CCSS Grade Band
420–820L
740–1010L
925–1185L
1050–1335L
1185–1385L
NA

Grades 2–3  
Grades 4–5
Grades 6–8
Grades 9–10
Grade 11–CCR

Qualitative: Consider the four qualitative measures of text complexity—meaning/purpose, structure, language 
features and knowledge demands—and how they make the text more or less complex. Mark an X on each line to 
place the text within its grade band for that qualitative measure.

Qualitative Measure Notes and Comments on Text Placement Within Band

Meaning /Purpose

Structure

Language Features

Knowledge Demands

Use both the Lexile Measure and the qualitative analysis to adjust the overall placement of the text within its grade 
band. Summarize your analysis and reasoning.

OVERALL GRADE LEVEL SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS AND REASONING

Not 
suited  

to band

Beginning 
of lower 

grade

End of 
lower 
grade

Beginning 
of higher 

grade

End of 
higher 
grade

TEXT SELECTION TOOL

(DESCRIPTION) (DESCRIPTION)
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CONSIDERATION II DIVERSITY AND REPRESENTATION
1.  Does the identity or experience of this text’s author support the inclusion of diverse voices in the curriculum? 

Which voices?

Race

Immigration

Ethnicity
Religion

Language
Ability
Gender
Age

LGBT
Place
Class
Other:  

Explain.

   
2.  Do the identity or experiences of this text’s characters and/or speakers support the inclusion of diverse voices in 

the curriculum? Which voices?

Race
Immigration
Ethnicity
Religion

Language
Ability
Gender
Age

LGBT
Place
Class
Other:  

Explain.

3. Which elements of this text, if any, provide an authentic account or reflection of peoples’ lived experiences?

Setting

Characters/Speakers

Events
Language

Illustrations

Explain .

4. Do you have any concerns about generalizations, stereotypes or misrepresentations in the text? 

Explain.
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CONSIDERATION III CRITICAL LITERACY
Gaps and Silences: Authors intentionally and unintentionally include and exclude information. A gap exists where 
something is left out of the text for the reader to fill in. A silence occurs when a voice or viewpoint is left out or suppressed. 
1.  Are certain people or groups left out or given roles that don’t enable them to be heard? Are certain questions or 

topics not raised? 

2. What strengths and weaknesses does this text pose in terms of gaps and silences?

 
Intertextuality: Students are exposed to multiple texts at school, at home, in the media and through cultural 
transmission. Intertextuality refers to the way a text’s meaning is shaped by other texts.
1. What are some examples of similar texts or of other texts that would pair well with this one?

2. What strengths or weaknesses does this text pose in terms of intertextuality?

Positioning: The content and characters in a text are framed by the author’s attitudes, beliefs and point of view. This is 
referred to as positioning. Positioning also impacts the way a reader absorbs and interprets a text.  
1.  What do I know about the author’s attitudes, beliefs or point of view in relation to the topic? How might this 

affect author and reader positioning?

2. What strengths or weaknesses does this text pose in terms of positioning? 

Context: The time period in which a text is read shapes reader response. A reading in 1850 will differ from a reading in 
2014. The history of a text, as well as contemporary attitudes and practices, shapes the context.   
1.  What is the historical, social or cultural context in which this text was written? How can it be made relevant to a 

contemporary context?

2. What strengths or weaknesses does this text pose in terms of context?
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CONSIDERATION IV READER AND TASK CONSIDERATIONS
Reader considerations: Culturally responsive text selection relies on a teacher who knows the reader(s) and considers 
their experiences, motivations and knowledge. These considerations relate to the discursive background of your readers.  
1. Experience: For whom could this text be a mirror, a reflection of identity and experience? For whom could this 
text be a window into the identities and experiences of others?

2. Motivation: How could this text motivate and connect with the interests and concerns of my students?

3. Knowledge: To what extent does this text access and build upon the knowledge my students bring with them?

Task considerations: Perhaps the most important question when selecting a text is “How will it help students learn?” 
Keep your standards and learning objectives in mind as you select texts.   
1. What are the learning objectives? How does this text help me meet those objectives?

2. What task might I match with this text in order for students to demonstrate mastery of the instructional goals?

3. What supports or differentiation will my students need to succeed in that task using this text?
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DECISION WILL I SELECT THIS TEXT?

Yes No
Why and how will I use this text in instruction? Why am I choosing not to use this text in instruction?

CITATION INFORMATION 
Title 1 (of this specific text)

Title 2 (of the larger work within which this text is included)

Author(s)

Editor(s)

City of publication

Publisher

Publication date

Access date (if website only)

URL (if website only)
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TEXT SELECTOR INFORMATION
Name 

Title/Position

School/Organization

Contact Information

 
Additional Notes


	Untitled

	Title: Silent Star: The Story of Deaf Major Leaguer William Hoy
	Author: Bill Wise
	Illustrator: Adam Gustavson
	DESCRIPTION: Biography 
	DESCRIPTION_2: 
	OVERALL GRADE LEVEL: Grades 3-5 (and higher)
	SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS AND REASONING: 840L. The text follows a typical chronological sequence of biographies, but does jump in time from when William is an adult back to his childhood and then progresses forward, which some readers may need support in sequencing. There are longer, complex sentence structures with lots of description and new vocabulary words that students may need additional background schema support with. The themes of determination and hard work will resonate with student readers. 
	Other_2: 
	Why and how will I use this text in instruction: Yes.
-This is a very rich text for pairing with other biographies of current and past athletes. There are a lot of current examples of athletes overcoming physical, social and cultural obstacles to participate, compete and succeed, so students will have lots to reflect on and contribute to the discussion. 
-This text also has a lot of vocabulary that will be new to students and offers numerous opportunities to practice defining those words within context and using text and illustration clues. For example, the use of the word "dummy": how it was used 100+ years ago and its connotation now will make for an excellent discussion about the power of language. 
	Why am I choosing not to use this text in instruction: 
	Authors: Bill Wise
	Editors: Louise May and Jennifer Fox
	City of publication: New York City
	Publisher: Lee & Low Books
	Publication date: 2012
	Access date if website only: 
	URL if website only: https://www.leeandlow.com/books/2765
	Additional Notes: 
	Nme: Jill Eisenberg
	Title/Postition: Senior Literacy Specialist
	School/Organizaion: Lee & Low Books
	Contact Information: jeisenberg@leeandlow.com
	Title 1 (of this specific text): Silent Star: The Story of Deaf Major Leaguer William Hoy 
	Title 2 (of the larger work within which this text is included): 
	Experience: This text could be a mirror for:
-readers who are deaf/hard of hearing
-readers with disabilities
-readers who don't fit the stereotypical body type for a sport or activity
-readers who are a minority (by race, gender, etc.) in a sport or activity 
-readers who are English Language Learners/English as Second Language Learners and have felt that language was an obstacle to participation in an activity or group
-any reader who has experienced being teased

This text could be a window for:
-readers who do not have a disability
-readers who don't know many people who have a disability or are deaf/hard of hearing
-readers who have had little difficulty with sports or physical activities
-readers who identify with the majority group (by race, gender, ability) of a sport or activity
	Motivation: "Silent Star" shows that in spite of a physical difference, achieving a personal goal is possible through determination, courage and self-confidence. This central idea will resonate with any reader who has ever felt excluded, teased or doubted whether due to skill or ability level or race, gender, age, language or other categories. Moreover, "Silent Star" showcases the positive contributions of William Hoy, who paved the way for other deaf Major League players. This text shows readers that disabilities do not automatically mean someone is sidelined from participating or pursuing a dream; this message is very applicable to current discussions about who can and can't participate in different sports.
	Knowledge: "Silent Star" will build upon students' knowledge of baseball and baseball history, as well as the participation of people with disabilities and the history of that participation. "Silent Star" will access students' knowledge about how it feels to have a dream and to be determined to pursue it, as well as what it feels like to be an outsider or be teased.
	What are the learning objectives How does this text help me meet those objectives: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1--Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2--Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3--Explain events, procedures, ideas or concepts in a historical, scientific or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4--Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9--Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2--Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1--Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
	What task might I match with this text in order for students to demonstrate mastery of the instructional goals: -In an essay, present what you think the main idea of "Silent Star" is. Be sure to include evidence from the text to support your claim. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1)(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2)(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1)
-Read "Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream" by Crystal Hubbard with "Silent Star." Compare and contrast this other biography of a baseball player overcoming obstacles to play baseball. How were their challenges similar or different? How did they overcome their obstacles? (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9)
-Explain why William Hoy was still proud of the May 16, 1902, game even though his team, the Cincinnati Reds, lost to the New York Giants. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2) In another paragraph, describe whether you agree with William Hoy or not. Is it appropriate for him to feel proud that day? Why or why not? (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1)
	What supports or differentiation will my students need to succeed in that task using this text: -Students may want to make a time line to go along with the text as the author, Bill Wise, moves between William Hoy's life as an adult, a child, and then back to an adult. 
-Teachers may want to create a basic diagram of the baseball diamond for students to provide a visual layout of the field, players and game. Draw a diamond and label the bases. Point out where the batter and pitcher stand. 
-If possible, teachers or students may want to check out author Bill Wise's online resources or the websites of the National Baseball Hall of Fame to find a news story about William Hoy. 
	Intertextuality 2: One of the book's greatest strengths is that this is the only children's book about William Hoy, the first deaf professional baseball player. There are no children's or adult biographies about William Hoy. "Silent Star" would pair well with other biographies for young readers about players who were the first of a kind in various categories of Major League Baseball.
	Gaps and Silences 1: No. As "Silent Star" is a biography, author Bill Wise strives to tell the story and life of one baseball player, William Hoy. The story is told mostly from third-person limited point of view, so we have William Hoy's thoughts and observations about the different events in his life. 
	Gaps and Silences 2: This story sensitively portrays a deaf person as a productive and respected member of society. Author Bill Wise includes an afterword about and photograph of William Hoy, which give readers additional information about his life and significance in baseball history. 
	Intertextuality 1: "Louis Sockalexis: Native American Baseball Pioneer" by Bill Wise; "Roberto Clemente: Pride of the Pittsburgh Pirates" by Jonah Winter; "Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream" by Crystal Hubbard; "Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen" by Marissa Moss; and "A Picture Book of Jackie Robinson" by David A. Adler
	Positioning 1: Bill Wise is the author of Lee & Low’s "Louis Sockalexis: Native American Baseball Pioneer," winner of the Carter G. Woodson Book Award and the Children’s Book Award from the International Reading Association. An avid baseball fan, Wise first heard about William Hoy when he was a child. Years later, after further research, Wise was inspired to bring Hoy’s remarkable story to young readers in "Silent Star: The Story of Deaf Major Leaguer William Hoy." In addition to writing books, Wise teaches eighth-grade math and language arts. He and his family live in Gorham, Maine. In the book he includes his list of sources, including his research at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, the Farmer's Museum, and the Fenimore Art Museum. He even showed this book to an interpreter/civil rights advocate and staff at the Maine Center on Deafness for review and input in order to provide a sensitive, authentic account of William Hoy. 
	Positioning 2: As a teacher of eighth-grade English and an avid baseball fan, the author brings expertise in explaining the game, history of the sport, and the time period in America in a way that young readers and current generations can understand and appreciate. In addition, he has written another biography about a minority baseball player so has demonstrated between these two books his commitment to highlighting the contributions and legacies of forgotten or overlooked minority players in baseball and American sports history. His extensive research and outreach to experts on both baseball and deafness result in a stronger work that not only provides a story with universal appeal, but also presents a realistic, respectful and accurate account. 
	Context 1: This text is written in a contemporary age (the year 2012), although the story takes place at the turn of the previous century. This text is relevant to a contemporary context because there is still much debate at the professional and international sport levels regarding what level athletes with disabilities can perform and compete. In addition, baseball is still considered one of America's favorite sports, so young generations will still connect with this exploration of the game's early history. 
	Context 2: One of the greatest strengths of "Silent Star" is its exploration of the word "dummy" and how it was used during the time period of the book, and how the word is used now. In multiple places in the book, the author discusses how the meaning and connotation have changed. This would be a great starter for a conversation with students on other words that have evolved to have negative and derogatory meanings. Another of "Silent Star"'s strengths in terms of context is that even though it is set more than a hundred years ago, the themes and questions raised are still relevant. Many sports from high school to professional to the Olympics feature athletes with disabilities who have succeeded beyond many people's expectations or predictions and are redefining what is possible. Additionally, this text will appeal to baseball fans young and old because it explores the early history of the sport. 
	explanation: Author Bill Wise is white and male. He is an eighth-grade English Language Arts and math teacher, which gives him an advantage in picking topics and writing in a style that appeals to middle-grade readers. 
	Text type: Informational
	CCSS Grade Band: 4-5
	Lexile Measure: 740-1010
	Meaning Purpose: 
	Structure: 
	Language Features: 
	Knowledge Demands: 
	Meaning/Purpose: 2
	Structure Choices: 2
	Language Features Choices: 3
	Knowledge Demands Choices: 3
	Other: 
	Race: 
	Religion: 
	Immigration: 
	Ethnicity: 
	Language: 
	Age: 
	Ability: Yes
	Gender: 
	LGBT: 
	Other check: 
	Place: 
	Class: 
	RaceQ2: 
	LanguageQ2: Yes
	ImmigrationQ2: 
	EthnicityQ2: 
	AbilityQ2: Yes
	GenderQ2: 
	AgeQ2: 
	LGBTQ2: 
	PlaceQ2: 
	ClassQ2: 
	Other checkQ2: 
	ReligionQ2: 
	Check Box2: Yes
	Check Box3: Yes
	Check Box4: Yes
	Check Box5: 
	Check Box6: 
	explanationQ2: The main figure in the text is William Hoy, who is deaf and speaks sign language. "Silent Star" shows William Hoy signing with other baseball players. 
	explanationQ3: Characters/Speakers: Author Bill Wise writes the text so that readers not only learn the impressive facts and legacy of William Hoy, but also learn about how William Hoy felt and what he thought about his experiences. 
Events: Author Bill Wise describes significant moments that affected William Hoy's life trajectory, including the experience of meningitis, which was common and devastating at the time, learning to speak American Sign Language, getting recruited to play baseball and playing against another deaf player, to name a few. 
Illustrations and Setting: Illustrator Adam Gustavson embraced William Hoy's story and spent months researching baseball rules, uniforms and stadiums in use during Hoy's lifetime to ensure accuracy. 
	explanationQ4: No. Author Bill Wise has gone to great lengths to avoid generalizations and misrepresentations and dispel stereotypes. In his acknowledgments and author's sources sections, he lists multiple experts, advocates and institutions that guided him in his research and reviewed his text to ensure the accuracy of both the account of William Hoy's life and of the time period. 


